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CHILD SEX ABUSE - COUNSELLING SERVICES 
Grievance 

MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury) [9.16 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Community Development.  I 
bring to his attention and to the attention of Parliament my concerns with the counselling services for child 
sexual abuse in Western Australia, and in particular the services available in Bunbury and the outreach areas of 
the south west.  In August 2004 funding was made available for the establishment of a counselling service for 
children aged between five and 12 years who were the victims of sexual abuse.  This funding came via the 
Criminal Property Confiscation Act fund and was for a 12-month pilot service, which was a very important 
service indeed.  Recurrent funding was sought in 2005 through the Department for Community Development to 
continue this vital service.  That recurrent funding was denied.  However, after considerable angst among the 
community and service providers, a further one-off payment of $55 000 was announced by the then minister, 
Sheila McHale, to continue the service until September 2006.  This interim funding was provided in recognition 
of the importance of the service to the community.  The minister said that she had decided to allocate the money 
to take the pressure off everyone while future funding options were being examined.   
Here we are again, in 2006, facing the same uncertainty.  This uncertainty places intolerable pressure on the 
community and staff, and in particular their vulnerable clients.  Last year, when they were faced with possible 
closure, referrals had to stop in July.  Confidence in the service declined.  It was not a very good situation at all.  
Figures for the past six weeks show a return of confidence in the service by referring practitioners.  That comes 
at a time when staff and administrators are again beginning to face the uncertainty of how long they can continue 
to receive referrals.  It seems to me too mercenary for words, and unthinkable, to use the word “economic” in 
any discussion regarding the sexual abuse of children.  There are emotional costs, psychological costs and 
development costs arising out of the abuse of children, but, however unpalatable it is to mention economic costs 
in the same breath, empirical evidence is emerging that shows there is a huge dollar cost of child sexual abuse to 
the community.  The unseen cost of child sexual abuse presents as a variety of physical and mental health 
problems in adults.  Suicide, depression, anxiety, post-traumatic stress and learning disabilities are just a sample 
of the enduring effects of child sexual abuse, which extend into adulthood if left untreated. 
The Productivity Commission’s “Report on Government Services 2003” reported government expenditure of 
$2.6 billion on mental health services across Australia in 2001-02 attributed to child abuse and neglect.  That 
expenditure is not the end of the story.  The Australian Institute of Health and Welfare quotes 2001-02 survey 
data suggesting that 10.2 million general practitioner attendances were related to mental health problems as a 
result of child abuse and neglect, with a further $321 million for GP-prescribed pharmaceuticals.  The related 
costs of juvenile crime, adult criminality, victim support, criminal compensation, incarceration of offenders and 
treatment of offenders, as well as homelessness, can also be considered to owe their origins in large part to 
unresolved child sexual abuse issues.  Ample evidence points to child sexual abuse cascading into all those areas 
if treatment and counselling are not provided. 

Adequate and timely funding will restore community confidence in an essential service that reaches out to the 
unfortunate child victims of the scourge in our society of child sexual abuse.  In dollar terms, a relatively small 
amount invested now, as I think I have demonstrated, can save millions of dollars in the future.  Of course, that 
does not take into account the cost to the quality of life of the victims.  Given the importance of this service to 
children, and in view of the previous minister’s advice that the department is currently reviewing the planning 
for the provision of services for child sexual abuse treatment across the state, including a review of existing 
services and consideration of new priorities, in his response will the minister please advise: when was the 
process for the review begun; when will the planning review process be completed; when will the outcomes be 
known; and, importantly, will the existing services continue to be funded until such time as the review is 
completed?  I also ask specifically: will the Bunbury child sexual abuse counselling service be guaranteed 
funding to continue its service?  Will the minister also explain why the agencies are not requested to put in their 
budget requirements until June, as I understand it, when the state brings down the budget in May of each year?  
What guarantees can be given to agencies providing these services that the continuity of services can be 
maintained for victims of child sexual abuse?  What can the minister and this Parliament do to ensure that these 
vulnerable children, who are already suffering, do not have to suffer a further lack of trust in a society that has 
already let them down because of the uncertainty of funding? 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah - Minister for Community Development) [9.20 am]:  I thank the 
member for Bunbury for bringing this grievance to the attention of the house this morning.  I acknowledge his 
absolute commitment to and the seriousness of this issue.  I agree with him entirely that child sexual abuse is a 
scourge on our society and that it is abhorrent.  As the member highlighted in his grievance, and as members are 
aware, child sexual abuse has huge ongoing ramifications for not only the children, but also the children’s family 
members.  The member mentioned the very serious impact it has on the children and their families.  We must do 
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everything possible to assist children who are victims of sexual abuse or any other abuse and ensure that they 
receive appropriate counselling to enable them to deal with the impact of the abhorrent behaviour they have 
experienced. 

I will give the member some background information and hopefully address some of the key concerns he 
highlighted.  Obviously, the government is committed to addressing the interests of children, particularly those 
children who are victims of sexual abuse.  One of the government’s responses to child abuse, particularly 
regarding indigenous communities, was the establishment of the Gordon inquiry in 2002.  The government 
initiated the establishment of the co-located police-Department for Community Development child unit, which is 
located alongside Princess Margaret Hospital for Children.  That facility ensures that the child sexual abuse 
counselling service is able to respond to situations.  The treatment of children and families is provided by the 
government through the Department for Community Development and the Department of Health, and treatment 
is provided also by non-government-funded counselling services, including psychiatrists, psychologists and 
social workers in private practice. 

The member for Bunbury mentioned the service in the south west.  Obviously that is his key concern. 

Mr G.M. Castrilli:  All of Western Australia is my concern when we talk about children.  Obviously I represent 
Bunbury, and I referred to the outreach services of the south west. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  I pass on my appreciation to the Bunbury outreach service in the south west.  As the 
member mentioned in his grievance, the quality of that service was recognised and acknowledged by the former 
Minister for Community Development last year when she allocated $50 000 to it.  The south west is growing as 
rapidly as the Mandurah-Peel region; both regions have rapidly expanding populations.  Those communities are 
serviced by a variety of sources that report the importance of the provision of child sexual abuse counselling 
services, which I acknowledge. 

The member asked a question about the review of the provision of counselling services for child sexual abuse.  
The member is aware that the department is currently conducting a review.  The findings of the review will 
inform the department of its requirements for planning for services and its program for the design and renewal of 
service agreements.  The state currently has eight such services.  Six of those services are funded services in the 
metropolitan area, one is in Geraldton and another is the part-time service in Bunbury.  I agree with the member 
that it is necessary to provide more services of this nature.  The member asked when the review started.  I do not 
have the exact date, but it was early last year.  Obviously we want to make sure that that review is completed as 
soon as possible because it will help us plan for the location of new services, in areas other than the rapidly 
growing areas that the member and I represent.  The findings of that evaluation will inform the DCD when it 
considers its service contract renewal decisions in late 2006.  That answers the member’s question about when 
the process is expected to conclude.  As has been mentioned, the service agreements for the current eight 
operational services will conclude in September 2006.  I am very conscious that child sexual abuse counselling 
services are essential if we are to address the scourge of child sexual abuse in the community.  We must ensure 
that those services are targeted and that they deliver the effective counselling that is required by children who are 
victims of child sexual abuse. 
I acknowledge the member for Bunbury’s efforts and the efforts of Hon Adele Farina, who has lobbied me 
strongly on this matter since I became the Minister for Community Development about three months ago.  As the 
Minister for Community Development, who oversees the Department for Community Development, I reaffirm 
that the interests of the child will always be the core business of the department.  We must ensure that we look 
very closely at the way we address issues as they affect children who are at risk.  I am very confident that the 
Carpenter government will deliver some good news in this area in the budget this afternoon, and I am very 
confident that the member’s concern that he has effectively addressed to me will be responded to positively in 
this afternoon’s budget. 
 


